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ST. ANN MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH 
41 Cross Rd, Waterford, CT 06385 

http://www.stannmelkitechurch.org                  860-442-2211 

 
Pastor: Father Dennis McCarthy 
Email: abounadennis@gmail.com 
Cell phone: 860 287 0677 
        

 September 25, 2022 
First Sunday after the 

Exaltation of the Holy and 
Life Giving Cross 

16
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 

Intentions this week:  

 

Saturday Liturgy: For the peace, health, and salvation of Irene McCarthy and Kathleen 

McCarthy, the loving mother and sister of Father Dennis. Requested by Father Dennis and Lisa 

For the cessation of persecution of all Christians and all God’s children, requested by the 

parishioners of St. Ann Church. 

 

Sunday Liturgy: For the repose of the soul of Matthew Brown-McCarthy, who would have 

been 35 years old on September 26, requested by his loving parents Lisa and Father Dennis. May 

his memory be eternal! 

 

Please pray for: Ron and Mary Talge, Marino De La Cruz, Nick Rahal, Daniel Conigliaro, 

George Abbiati, Jr, Sandy Flaherty, Tanios Karam, Anna Villani, Dee Porlidis, Marcelle Nohra, 

Joyce Whelan, Father Ed Kakaty, John and Gloria Jeffords, Betty and Alex Antipoff, Marie 

Antipoff, Irene McCarthy, Kathleen McCarthy, Sheila Burke, Billy Brown, Marcy Davis, 

Maroun Jabbour, Mindy Hajj, Abroze Gharios, Lisa Brown, Dina Matar, Robert Lynch, Michael 

Mooradian, Alexa Massad, Edward Zalonski 

 
 

This Weekend Saturday: Reader: Joumana Hajj Sunday: Volunteer 
Thanks to all 
who always 

make up their 
missed 

envelope, 
including fuel 
and building 

fund 

Next Weekend Saturday: Reader: Joumana Hajj 
 

Sunday: Volunteer 

September 17 and 
18 

$1,1269.00 
 

26  Attended 
 

Included in the collection 
was $83 for candles, $50 for 
the Yard Sale, and $24 for 
the Spaghetti Dinner. 
 
 

 

 

NOTE: Memorial donations, hall rental, funeral offerings, priest stole offerings, and baptism 

offerings are included in the regular collection totals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes, upcoming events: 

 

Sad News: Linda Abbiati passed to her eternal reward on Thursday, September 22, at Backus 

Hospital. Linda is the mother of Laura Massad. There will be a wake on Tuesday, September 27, 

from 4-7pm at Neilan’s Funeral Home in Niantic. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at 

St. Paul Church, Waterford, at 10am on Wednesday, September 28, followed by internment at St. 

Mary’s Cemetery. May Linda’s memory be eternal! 

 

Sanctuary Lamp: The lamp is lighted in September for the repose of the soul of Matthew 

Brown-McCarthy (the son of Father Dennis and Lisa), at the request of his loving parents. May 

his memory be eternal! 

 

Annual Rosary Pilgrimage: Sunday, October 2, at 3:00 pm at the Monastery of Our Lady of 

Grace in North Guilford, CT, only a  40 minute drive from our Church. Father Dennis is going 

and has room for 3 other people in his car. It is sponsored by the Dominican Nuns. The itinerary 

is:  Rosary, Vespers, Homily, Benediction and Procession to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima. 

The Homily will be given by Rev. Gabriel Torretta, O.P. (Order of Preachers or Dominicans) A 

handout is on the table in the back of the Church. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser: This will be held on Saturday, October 15, from 4:00 to 7:00 

pm. Bechara El Khoury has kindly volunteered to lead this event. Menu includes spaghetti, 

meatballs, sausage, garlic bread, salad, coffee, tea, water and desserts. Please volunteer to bring a 

dessert and indicate what you are bringing on the sign-up sheet. Assorted sodas will be available 

for $1.00 per can. Prices: $ 12 per adult, $8 for children 6 to under 11 years of age, and children 

under age 6 are free. Crown Pizza has kindly agreed to provide the sauce and garlic bread. Please 

sign up on the sheet on the table in the rear of the church. Please pay, when you sign up. There 

are no tickets. 

 

Sanctuary Lamps: In October, we will have two Sanctuary Lamps lighted, our regular one that 

hangs from the ceiling and one on the altar. This is because two families requested October for 

their intentions. Jamal Doro requested it be lighted for all the people who are battling cancer, 

their families and friends, and all who have died from this terrible disease ( May their memories 

be eternal!). Gloria and John Jeffords requested that it be lighted for Mary Facas, the loving 

mother of Gloria. May her memory be eternal! 

 

Sanctuary Lamps: In November, we will have two Sanctuary Lamps lighted, our regular one 

that hangs from the ceiling and one on the altar. This is because two families requested 

November for their intentions. John and Gloria Jeffords, for the repose of the soul of Stephen 

Massad. May his memory be eternal! Also, for the repose of the souls of Joumana Hajj’s loving 

father, mother, and sister (Elias, Abla, and Jacqueline), requested by Joumana and Gabriel Hajj. 

This will be the 4 year anniversary of Jacqueline’s passing. May their memories be eternal!  

http://www.stannmelkitechurch.org/


The Holy Rosary: September 28
th

 at 5:30 pm. 

 

Remember Me in Your Kingdom Memorial: This memorial will be conducted at the end of 

Divine Liturgy on Sunday, October 2. 

 

200 Club: The next drawing will be after Liturgy on Sunday, October 2. 

 

Thank You! Big thanks to James Lawrence, who has been greatly improving our landscaping 

and the general appearance of our church. James is a tremendous worker and asked that I tell you 

that he is available for projects other than at the church. If you want to talk to James about things 

you wish to have done, please call him at (860) 934-6780 or speak with him when he is in 

church. He attends Liturgy on Sundays. 

 

Installation and Enthronement of the Most Rev. Francois Beyrouti, 6
th

 Eparchial Bishop of 

Newton: This is scheduled for Wednesday, October 19. All information is in the flyer on the 

table in the rear of the church. 

 

Quote of the Day: “The closer one approaches to God, the simpler one becomes.”—Saint Teresa 

of Avila 

 

Today’s Meditation: “You must have peace in your own soul before you can make peace 

between other people. Peaceable people accomplish more good than learned people do. Those 

who are passionate often can turn good into evil and readily believe the worst. But those who are 

honest and peaceful turn all things to good and are suspicious of no one. It is no test of virtue to 

be on good terms with easy-going people, for they are always well liked. And, of course, all of us 

want to live in peace and prefer those who agree with us. But the real test of virtue, and 

deserving of praise, is to live at peace with the perverse, or the aggressive, or those who 

contradict us, for this needs great grace. In this mortal life, our peace consists in the humble 

bearing of our suffering and contradictions, not in being free of them, for we cannot live in this 

world without adversity. Those who can best suffer will enjoy the most peace, for such persons 

are masters of themselves, lords of the world, with Christ for their friend, and heaven as their 

reward.”—Saint Thomas a Kempis, from his book: The Imitation of Christ, pages 72-73 

Our Lady’s Pet: The spotted backyard insect named for the Theotokos:  

Almost everyone loves nature. ** A wonderful part of nature is the Ladybug. A captivating 

legend tells us of this colorful and helpful creature of God’s amazing creation.  Not only are they 

eye catching, with their rosy-red mantles and spots, but they also consume pests that cause 

serious trouble for gardeners and farmers. An adult Ladybug can eat 75 aphids in one day! 

Did you know that the Ladybug owes its name to Our Lady and has a special connection to her? 

Legend has it that in medieval times, some insects were devastating crops in Europe. The people, 

in danger of losing their livelihoods and facing possible famine, prayed to Our Lady for 

assistance. Soon, a great swarm of small beetles-with red shells and black spots- came and ate up 

the insects that were causing the damage. The crops were saved, and the people named the 

miniature heroes after Our Lady, hence the name “Ladybug”. The name took various forms in 

different regions. They were called “Ladybirds” in England, and in countries in Europe they bear 

a similar Marian title, such as “Mariankafer” in Germany-- which is translated in English as 

“Mary’s Beetle”. 

The red of the Ladybug’s shell recalls the red mantle often worn by Mary in sacred art. The 

black spots, which on the Seven-Spot Ladybird”, the most common species in Europe, are seven 

in number and are supposed to represent Mary’s seven joys and sorrows: 

 

Seven Joys:                                                            

1. The Annunciation to Mary                               

2. The Nativity of Our Lord 

3. The Theophany (Baptism of Our Lord) 

4. The Resurrection of Our Lord 

5. The Ascension of Our Lord 

6. Pentecost 

7. The Dormition of Mary (Roman Catholics call it The Assumption of Mary) 

 

Seven Sorrows: 
1. The prophecy of Simeon in the Temple 

2. The flight to Egypt 

3. The loss of the child Jesus for three days in the Temple 

4. Jesus carrying the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion of Jesus 

6. Jesus being taken down from the Cross 

7. Jesus being laid to rest in a new tomb 

 

The above on Ladybugs is taken from The Catholic Company Website dated September 15, 

2022. 

 

**Note: Our own Subdeacon, Paul Zalonski, is a Member of the Board of the Connecticut 

Beekeepers Association, and will be assisting Father Dennis in setting up two beehives next 

spring. God willing! Paul does not know this yet, but I know he will! Father Dennis 

 

Announcement from the Eparchy: The Victim Assistance private toll-free line for 

reporting of sexual abuse in the Eparchy of Newton has been established. This phone rings 

to and is answered only by the Eparchial Victim Assistance Coordinator. To report sexual 

abuse by clergy, parish personnel, or volunteers of the Eparchy of Newton, please call the 

coordinator of the Victim Assistance Office (1 800 479 5910). From Father Dennis: You 

should also report this immediately to your local Police Department. 


